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CHIKHLI.
Proposals for the revision of assessment in the Chikhli subdivision were submitted by the Superintendent of Survey in September 1865, and modified rates were finally sanctioned by Government in February 1867.
Chikhli lies in the south-east of the Collectorate, being bounded on the north by Supa (Jalalpur) and Gaikvar's territory, on the east by the latter and the Native States of Vasda and Dharanipur, on the west by Valsad (Bulsar), the Gaikvar's Taluka of Gandevi and part of Supa, and on the south by the Auranga, river, which, separates it from the late Parnera division of Valsad. At the time of settlement it contained 73 villages, 68 of which were JcMlsd. It is intersected by the Ambika, Kaveri, Karera, and Auranga rivers, rising in the hills to the east and flowing into the Indian Ocean. In the low-lying lands and valleys the land is very fertile, but between the valleys the soil is comparatively shallow and unproductive. The rainfall averages 71 inches, and the fall is very uniform, but rather increases towards the hills. The climate is very favourable for the growth of rice and sugar-cane,, for which Chikhli is famous.
Although the railway stations of Amalsad, Bilimora, and Dungri are within easy distance of the western boundary, the intervening' tracts of country are destitute of made roads, which, from the nature of the soil and the hindrance caused by the Gaikvar's territory and unbridged rivers coming between, it will probably take a long time to overcome the difficulty of making. It contains no large markets within itself, but Gandevi, in the Gaikvar's Taluka of that name, and Valsad, are within convenient reach. Since the opening of the railway the molasses of Chikhli has been largely exported to Gujarat. The population is almost entirely agricultural, and is divided into two chief divisions of ujli-paraj (fair) and Mli-paraj (black), the former being skilled agriculturists, and consisting of Brahmins, Kunbis, Vohras, <fcc,, and the latter very unskilled, consisting of Dhondias, Kolis, Dublas, Naikas, &c. Many of the Dublas were until lately hereditary bondsmen of the Desais and Bhatela Brahmins. The ujli-paraj form about one-sixth only of the population, and alone have
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